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HOUSTOffSROMANCE
World Never Knew Why He
Separated From His Bride.

HID IN THE WILDERNESS

Left Governorship to Become Mem
ber of Indian Tribe.

HO EXPLANATION BY EITHEI

Many Wild Stories Told, But Non<
Had Reliable Foundation in

Known Facts.

BY WILMAM E. CURTIS.
finable! r<irroinnndAnna T1»a Ola. tV*,
«.|r«.v wpvMu« u< c wi i ar uiai anu i»

( Chicago Record-Herald.
HOUSTON. March 2f>, 1011.

The Alumnae Association of the San
Houston Normal Institute has undertaker
to raise funds to (buy and preserve th<
homestead near the town of Huntsville
Tex., upon which Gen. Houston spent th«
latter years of his life, and to restore ami
preserve it as nearly as possible in tht
condition in which it was when he occupiedit. They ^iave purchased three acrei
of land and are now arranging to mov<
back to its original location the old farm
house which was shifted to an adjoining
lot several years ago.
They have already beautified the historicspring adjoining the house, where

as long as Houston lived. Indian delegationsfrom Texas, Arkansas and Indiar
Territory used to come eacli autumn tc
spend several days in powwow with 'theii
old friend and fellow tribesman. Thes«
occasions gave Gen. Houston the great
est gratification of his life, lie always
received his visitors in Indian garb, wearinga blanket, and would sit ail day witt
them and often far into the night around
a tamp fire smoking the pipe of peace,
exchanging reminiscences of the hunt
and the warpath, and he gave them
much valuable advice and counsel concerningtheir tribal and individual affairs.

A Full Cherokee Citizen.
Houston was an adopted Cherokee. He

was admitted into that nation with full
rights of citizenship in October, lfccS),
after he had* gone into voluntary exile
among the Cherokees. and he lived with
them as one of them until hostilities
broke out between the Texans and Mexico-m-183o.- He married*an Indian wife
and, adopted, the habits and customs o(
the tribe, subsisting like the rest of them
by hunting and by trade, making an occasionaltrip to Mississippi, Tennessee, or
fartjier eastward in their interest or on
priVate business of his own.

Houston was a Virginian by birth and
at an eatiy age was taken by his parents'Into Blount county, among the mounttainsof east Tennessee. In 18V-*. when

!«ie was a mere boy, he volunteered us a
soldier in Gen. Jackson's army, was pro1moted to the rank of lieutenant, and was
once severely wounded. .

His courage and ability attracted the
attention of his commander.- who took
him into his own family and advanced
his political interests with great satisfac
tion while in the I'nited States Senate.
Jackson made Houston government

agent among the Cherokees, where h<
remained for twelve years. Houston ther
returned to Nashville to practice 'aw-
was made major general of the stab
militia and successively elected attornej
general, representative in Congress of tin
Nashville district and Governor of Ten

, nesaee. While he was governor, in April
1 182U. Ife.tnarried Miss Allen, the belle o

tfaahvyte, but parted from her a few
r dayifr^after the ceremony, resigned hi:
J oillrt 6f governor and mysteriously dis
appeared without giving any explanation
After a brief search his' friends fouin
him among the Cherokee Indians, bu
were unaMe to persuade him to returr

j to civilization, and lie gave them no rea
f sons"fOr!~h'is extraordinary conduct.
I ,

Accused of Conspiracy.
.

t.
*

During his residence among the Chero
kees Houston was the subject of inucl
gossip, and several sensational storie:
were started concerning his intentions
He was accused of conspiring with tin

j Cherokee Indians and members of tin
! other Five Tribes to establish a republic
; in the territory which afterward bacann
! Texas, and, although thiy was not tru<
! at the time, it afterward became a sub
| stantial fact. Mis former patron. Presi
! dent Jackson, was very much concernec
I about tiie reports, and under date o

| Washington, June 21. 1H2W. he wron
I Houston as follows:
| "It has been communicated to me tha
| you have the illegal enterprise in view o

{ conquering Texas; that you have dedarei
I you would be emperor of tliat country it

less than two years by conquest. I musi
have really thought you deranged to hav<
believed you had such a wild scheme it

5 contemplation, and particularly when i
| was communicated that the physical forci
» to be employed was the Cherokee Indians

Indeed, my dear sir, I cannot believe yot
have any such chimerical, visionarj

; scheme in view. Your pledge of honoi
5 to the contrary is a sufficient guarantj
» tnat you will never engage in any enter
! prise injurious to your country or tha
would tarnish your tame."

ft

Never Explained Conduct.
ft

I While Houston never made an explana
t tion of his extraordinary conduct it
! leaving his wife, and never contradictei
! j any of the sensational reports that wer<

; circulated about him, his friends knew
* I kl.«.# <llA.U I.

Llittt HIS I taiJSIiAllUU Ul ll»c C* IIUr»ll ij
and his voluntary evile from nivillzatiot
was due to the attitude of his bride dur
itig the first few days ^fter they had beet
united in marriage Reing of proud, re
served and morbid disposition, he flee

F1¥E MINUTES'
SOMETIMES MAKES

A BIO MFFKRENCE
If You Are Suffering the Tortures
of Indigestion and Have to Wait
Until Some One Runs to the
Drug Store for a Box of
Stuart's Dyspepsia Tablets.

E .

t
> i'Riri.' tut at. ptevinr
j *" * ».««

The instant relief Afforded poor, overburdened
! stomachs by the use of a Stuart's Dyspep^i
; Tablet ahould be a reason for conatantlj keeping
; a bos ou baud.at borne and at tbe offlce aa
! sell.
; A Stuart's Tablet not only aids digestion, hut
! It actually does tbe digesting Itself. In otbei
> words, it furnishes exactly the same elemeuti

for tbe digestion *>f food as tbe natural julcea
of the stomach. The stomach, therefore, Is noi
called .upon to do any of the work except tc

t churn tbe juices furnished by the tablet and
then push the digeeted food along Into tbe InItestines, where it will be still further digeeted

> and the strength taken up bj tbe blood to b«
carried to the muscles and nerves of the body.
So by taking a Stuart's Dyspepeta Tablet aftei

a meal you give the stomach tbe rest It needi
In which to mend Iteelf and grow well again.
And you absolutely prevent the souring of anj
food, tbe formation of any poisonous gases,
belching, foul breath or constipation.
Stuart's Dyspepsia Tablets have done meri

for humanity and have caused more, rejolclnt
than any other oao agency that can be samed.
Every druggist everywhere sella and person

ally recommends Stuart's Dyspepsia Tablets
The price 1* 50 cents per box. If you trsi
wish to uy tUeru a sample package will be sen|
jou free if you write to F. A. Stuart Co., 15<it Stuart Bidg., AUrshaU. IDch. ...
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like a wounded animal to seclusion, to be!
alone with his grief And. although he1
afterward permitted her to obtain a divorceon the ground of desertion and nonsupport,and married twice afterward, lie
never recovered from the blow dealt
him by Kliza Allen. The reason for their
u£.i.oi-ilion Got; noror Iiapd madtfv rlpfliv

f ilt |->OiaVIUII Hue <4V > VI «>vvil > *w»v ~ *

' but naturally lias been the subject of a

j j great deal of gossip and conjecture. A i
' few niontlis after her divorce Mrs. Hons-

ton married Dr. Eltnore Douglas of Gal-
latin, Tenn., with whom she lived until

t the latter part of the civil war. She died
! i by accident. With her children she was
1 ! taking part in a rehearsal for private

theatricals in a little theater at Gallatin,
s when she fell through* a trap door which
* had carelessly been left open, suffering
i injuries from which she died a few days
- later.

Three or four years ago I met at Nashfville an aged lady who had known Mrs.
Houston-Douglas intimately for twenty

£ years or more as a neighbor and a
- friend, but never knew her to refer to
. Gen. Houston in any way.
i
t Wife Remained Silent.
] She was absolutely certain that Mrs.

Douglas never gave any explanation of
his desertion, or authorized any person
to make an explanation for her. There

- were three theories among their intimate
t friends, and all of them might have been j
s true. The first was that Gen. Houston,

being of a very ardent and affectionate ;
^ nature, was repelled by the cold and In-
; different attitude of his bride; second,
s that on the night after their marriage j
1 she told him frankly that .she loved an- f
a oth^r mtn. and had married him because
'

of his social ami political position as |
Governor of Tennessee: and third, that!

"

on the night of their marriage, as they
- were retiring, she discovered that lie had
l an open, ruhning wound in his side, which
C

1 had been received during the war of lklJ
i and liad never Itealed. She was so horrifiedat the repulsive sight that she faiutLed and would never again permit him to

f approach her.
. All of these theories may be true; they
'I do not contradict each other, and their

. cumulative force drove Houston to deaspair. He tendered his resignation as
' j Governor of Tennessee and fled to the
, wilderness to conceal his grief and liuumiliation.

The late Thomas Boyers. another resi|dent of Gallatin, who was related to Mrs.
j Houston-Douglas, prepared n memoranrduni coMcerning his recollections of the

. j case, which was printed in a local paper
1 after his death. The neighbors say that
t Boyers was a conservative and practical

man. and was in a position to know as
much as any one concerning the mystery.The memorandum reads as follows:

, Not Alike in Natures.
1 "From facts in my own memory, and
® others obtained from (-©temporaries now
' long dead. 1 believe ttiat this marriage
> and the mysterious separation which fol1i lowed is easily explained by a simple

J analysis of the physical and spiritual j
. natures of Houston and his bride, rather
j than the wild rumors and exaggerations j
; current at the time it occurred. |

"Gen. Houston, as I remember him, j
was a man powerfully built, wonderful
in animal strength and vitality, and of
an ardent and romantic temperament,
lie idolized h|s wife extravagantly; to
him she was 'the fairest lady that ever
the sun shone on.'
"Their courtship reads like an old ro.mance.
"There was a stately hous-t three miles

i frnm Gallatin Tenn.. on the bluffs of the
Cumberland river. Here lived John Allen,
an old-fashioned country gentleman,
whose only daughter was at once the
despair and delight of the y\ung cavaliers.The wooers came frcyn far to
woo. Sh> listened to them natiently,
but said '!> »' gently .

and «\ecidedly.
In her train was orr^-Jib never >jpoke of
bis love, feeling that his visit was hopeless.And him the lady loved, as she
confessed to one of her bridesmaids on

the eve of her wedding. Who the unknownsuitor was, why he never spoke
and was lie true to her.titers are onlywildconjectures; his name never passed

\ her lips.
Wooed and Won by Houston.

"Meanwhile Houston came to Gallatin.
Houston the soldier, friend and comrade

i of Gen- Andrew Jackson.Houston, the
» governor, and always Houston, the cava1Her, booted and spurred, 'the glass of
' fashion and the mold of form.' He wooed
and won and wedded the beautiful Miss
Allen in January, 182!). One of the brides1maids described to me all the details of

i the wedding. For weeka before, shq said,
the bride was in a state of melancholy,

r openly acknowledging that she acceded
i to the governor's suit only at her parents'solicitation. But it was not until
r the wedding day came, and they were
decking her in bridal finery that she confessedto her shame, that although many

( had addressed her. the one whom she
, loved had never spoken, yet she knew he
' loved her.

"After three months of what was to
' outward appearances a happy honey
moon, the bride went home on a visit.

< The governor followed his Vife In a few
t days, and there at the manor house
> where they were married, husband and

wife parted forever. What passed no
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one'knows, as the lips of tooth were ever
afterward sealed on the subject. Gov.
Houston returned to Nashville and sent
his resignation as governor to his old
comrade. Gen. William Hall, speaker of
the senate, who succeeded him. After resigninglie went into the forest, and, for-
suKing civilization, lived with his old
friends, the Cherokee Indians.. 4

Acquitted by Husband.
"While it is quite possible that he was

jealous of iiis wife, still there Is little
doubt, from eotemporary testimony,
that she was faithful in every way. Gov.
Houston himself afterward testified to
this in a letter to a friend, the only time
that he ever spoke of tli» matter:
" 'Eliza stands acquitted by me. She

was cold to me, and I thought did not
love me."
"This is the true explanation of the

seeming m> stery. The constant rebuffs
of a cold nature like his wife's were unbearable.There can be but little doubt
that lie upbraided her for it, and then
she let slip some hint of the other love.
To the proud, high-spirited Houston there
was but one course of action.free her.
Xot by common divorce courts. In those
days that was disreputable. He preferredrather to throw aside the laurels
he had won. to glye up his home, kindred,
friends, his high office, and to bury himselfin the wilderness. After the governorhad abandoned civilization many
wild rumors were rife. and. to repel any
blame that might attacli to Ills wife. a
public meeting of prominent citizen? of
the town and county was held, at which
strong resolutions were unanimously
passed upholding the good name of his
wife. lire. . Houston remained at her
heme in the strictest seclusion for many
years, honored and respected by all.
SI.e w as a recluse save to her family and
close friends.

Visited Her in Disguise.
"Here I wish to present an incident in

the narrative that has not before been
known to the world, which was given
to me by the bridesmaid mentioned be-
xore. who received it from Mrs. Houston

Jierself. One day while in the garden of
the manor house on the river bluff the
housemaid came and announced to Mrs.
Houston that a strange tall man was in
the reception room asking to see her.
On entering the room, with her woman's
instinct, she saw at a glance that the
stranger was the former Gov. Houston,
artfully disguised. He arose and made his
old-time courtly salutation, which alone
might have betrayed him to a less shrewd
person than hie wife. She requested him
to be seated. He did not suspect that his
disguise was detected, nor did he during
the interview give any explanation of
the object of his visit. He conversed in
a commonplace manner about the weatherand condition of the river. Neither
did she in any way hint that she Knew
him. but all the time the victor was
gazing intently at her, as if to fasten her
features mere surely in his memory.
"Then he arose, made another profound

bow. and passed out, going down to the
river by a different passage in the high
bluff. There he entered a canoe which
had been tied by his own hands, paddled
to the opposite bank and disappeared in
the thick forest. His presence in Tennesseewas not then nor afterward known
to the public, and the inference wgg that
he had left his retreat among the CherokeeIndians, in the western part of Ar->
kansas, and had journeyed 400 or 500
miles to the scene of his troubles to gaze
once more upon his early love.

Meeting in Washington.
"In the early months of 1853 I met him

in Washington and was invited to his
room at nis ooaruing nouse. l soon saw
that his whole desire was to talk about ;
Gallatin and the people who had lived
there when he used to visit the town.
Very adroitly, after more than one Interview,he led me to speak of his wife,
and then succeeded question after question,many of them of the most trivia1
character, in regard to her.
"He invariably spoke of her as 'Eliza,'

and the name seemed to linger affectionatelyon his tongue. As a sample of the
Inquiries, he asked if I knew 'Eliza.'
Where did she live in the town? How
long had she lived in that house? How |
did she dress? 'VYliat kind of bonnet did I
she wear? Did she go into company
much? Did the people of the town like
her? I recall that when t told him she
always dressed in black, and that I had
never seen her in or oat of her room
without a long, close poke bonnet, he
paused for a long time and seemed to be
in deep reflection. I had a number of
conversations with him at short intervalsduring several weeks, and they were
substantially alike. He never failed to
speak of his wife in the highest terms."

Cornell "Frat" Houses Bobbedi
ITHACA, K. Y.. April 3..A series of

fraternity house thefts has been reportedto the police by Cornell students.One fraternity has missed
twelve suits of clothes valued at f400,
while another reports the loss of a
1150 typewriter and many articles of
jewelry. Aa yet no clue has been
found to the identity of the thieves
nor to the method used in removing 6

the goods from the houses. c
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CARLISLE,.Pa., April 3..A remarkable I

ncident occurring at the Carlisle Indian ha
School shows that the education of the
vhlte man does not rob the Indian of his th<
>rimitlve talents. pri
Several days ago. near the end of the 1
ndian commencement, silverware and
>ther things of value to the amount of m
(400 were stolen by sneak thieves from no
he Leupp Art Studio at Carlisle. Local
detective Bentley, assigned to the bur- j
flary, was hopeless of finding traces of M.
he thieves, when it was suggested that ^
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ould easily track the robbers, and four caJ
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ight Indian bovs were assigned to the
>k.
binding footprints that were evidently
»se of two thieves, they trailed the misMintsacross several fields north of Carle,through successive vacant lots and
ross at least tan well traveled roads in
s local environs, up to the First United
*mr*n unurcn, on siren, uuue<

lich, to the amazement of the officers,
s stolen Roods were found secreted,
["he Indians found unmistakabe marks
the trail where the eyes of the pqlice

aid not discern a sign. The happening,
ijch was kept quiet until Saturday, has
used profound interest. Local police au>ritiessay they will surely take adntageof the remarkable skill of the
lsklns at any time in the future where
tute trailing might be a factor in land.
I criminals.
pew persona of this community who
ve been naturally familiar with the
Jskins for more than thirty years had
y idea of the wonderful trailing talents
?se tutored sons of the forest and
lirle possess.
'he trail led to other Information, upon
ilch warrants were made out and
ved on Clarence Barrett and Harry
nnick. The date for their hearing has
t yet been set.

I movement fathered by ex-Gov. *W.
Q. Dawson is on foot for the reorntsationof the republican party of

est Virginia. It is proposed to hold a
ite convention for this purpose at the
II of the state committee.
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Souvenirs
VIM ^ ^

offered and Music

ssortment of Children's
princess, empire and

styles; trimmed in fine
German val and Irish
and fine Swiss embroid2to 6 years.

'0 to $9.98
ne Dresses of white
square neck and kimono
rows of German vai lace
-ont between fine tucks;
rows of lace and ribbon
waist: sizes 6 to 14

0pn?:,,arly; $4.98
Milan /Straw 'Hats, it*
and roll-brim styles;
ith velvet ribbon and
ons. $2.00 . ^

B.a.by.'A'"k $1.49
showing of Children's
ding all the novelties in
irie and pongee.

d m to $1®
______________________

Ii's "Dressy" |
Oxfords
:n, $4 up.
ng illustration shows *

odels in our famous
fords . the smartest

twear produced for

!
re designed and made
lost shoemakers and

Ik

vln the approval of
nd appreciate some3etter

than the usual.

i "Dressy" Oxfords
ate from our regular
line. They appeal

- » - -

women and tashion.

ds are shown in all
i 1

are priced up$4* '

!'
fessional shoefitters. . m

on St Co. ijity on Foot Trouble

treet N.W.

Withdraws Water Power Reserves.
Lands for water power reser\ea in Utah

and Washington, aggregating &7B0 acre*,
have been withdrawn by President
Taft, upon the recommendaUon of Secretaryof the Interior Fisher. The areas
in Utah comprise 040 acres along the
Vrovo river; in Washington. 8.000 alongthe Slmilkameen river, sad 8,150 acres

I aiong Bonaparte creek.
a /

Mra. Clayton Blocher. flfty-two years
old, died of general debility at her horns,
near Bendersville. Md.

Your Health
is your most precious possession.
Your first aid to health should
be the reliable and proved familyremedy
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